
Celebrate Cayman

A DINNER PARTY WITH A DIFFERENCE
Guide to hosting a successful dinner with a meaningful conversation about the Cayman Islands’ future

Beloved Table Dinner



The dinner table has long been a birthplace of connection and action. US President 
Thomas Jefferson pioneered the art of dining with intention, inviting people from all over the 
country, and world, to his table and encouraging conversation on issues and topics of the 
day—conversations that helped define a country and its future. We’re inviting you to join us 
in bringing that practice to life across our islands.

Your dinner will harness the power of gathering around a table to break bread, to build 
community, and inspire thought and action. Our greatest hope is that ideas sparked at these 
dinners will translate into meaningful collaborations in the months ahead.

8-10 People + 1 Beloved Table + 6 Big Questions = 1 Significant Dinner

As a part of the 60th anniversary of the Cayman Islands Coat of Arms, Celebrate Cayman is 
encouraging the people of the Cayman Islands to host Beloved Table Dinners where we can 
talk about our vision for our country and the well-being of all of those who call the Cayman 
Islands home.

The Beloved Table Dinner is being held around and to honour Cayman Thanksgiving. 

What is Cayman Thanksgiving? 
Cayman Thanksgiving is an inclusive celebration that will provide everyone an opportunity 
to experience our heritage and culture, and portray our values through the power of family, 
community and the desire to give thanks for the blessings of life. Cayman Thanksgiving can 
be celebrated by everyone in the Cayman Islands, the Caymanian diaspora and other people 
of the world who have an affinity for these Islands.

    
                             caymanthanksgiving.ky
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How does the 
Beloved Table Dinner Work?

10 PEOPLE 1 TABLE
6 BIG 

QUESTIONS

= 1 SIGNIFICANT DINNER

• Invite 8-10 individuals who may or may not know 
one another 

• Choose an intimate space where everyone can be 
heard easily 

• Facilitate a single conversation amongst  
the group, so all guests are part of the  
same dialogue 

• Pose these 6 questions over the course of the 
dinner, giving each person an opportunity to 
answer 

• Send a quick note to Celebrate Cayman telling us 
the highlights of your conversation
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Why Host A Dinner?
Celebrate Cayman is encouraging people like you across the Cayman Islands to attend 
or host a dinner where people from different parts of our community can come together 
and talk about their vision for our Islands and the ways we can get there.

Beyond that, a Beloved Table dinner is an opportunity for people to get to know 
each other—to create and share ideas, expand networks, and be part of a national 
conversation.

In preparation for your Beloved Table Dinner, this guide may provide some helpful tips for 
before, during, and after the meal.

This Beloved Table Dinner is being held around and to honour Cayman Thanksgiving. 
This observed Cayman Islands holiday designates a time in the Cayman Islands 
that brings a greater and more specific focus on Caymanian heritage and culture.  
Borne out of love for our country and in the spirit of humility, kindness and service, 
this national celebration brings family, friends and neighbours together to express 
gratitude, mark the passage of the hurricane season and celebrate a “Caymankind” 
of holiday.  Cayman Thanksgiving is an open invitation to all to experience Caymanian 
culture first-hand.
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Before The Dinner
INVITE YOUR GUESTS
Beloved Table Dinners work best with 8 to 10 people—enough for a meaningful 
conversation but few enough to make it possible for everyone to participate in the 
same conversation. We’ve included an invitation template for your convenience. It’s 
usually best to invite a mix of people, some of whom know each other while others 
do not. We suggest that you don’t invite a celebrity or influencer whose charisma may 
monopolise the group or lead others to defer to their opinions.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
In advance of your dinner, consider sending your guests the “Questions to Guide the 
Conversation” page.

MENU & DECORATIONS
A Beloved Table Dinner can be as casual or formal as you’d like. If you’re hosting 
at home and looking for ideas on décor, take a look at Pinterest online. We would 
love to see some beautiful blue tables that pay homage to our beautiful waters and 
clear skies. We encourage you to enjoy some local, traditional dishes with your guests. 
Foster’s Food Fair has prepared a dinner in a box for The Beloved Table Dinner featuring 
delicious local food and feeds 8-10 people. You can also prepare your own meal and 
enjoy whatever food is special to you.

THE CONVERSATION
You’ll want a moderator, or host, who can subtly guide the conversation and keep it on 
target. You may want to fill the role yourself or ask someone else.
• Ensure everyone is involved in a single conversation, where everyone has a chance 

to participate and be heard. The conversation can be derailed by side conversations 
or if smaller groups monopolise it.

• Pose the questions for discussion. If the questions fail to engage guests, this guide 
features alternate questions that allow the moderator to dig deeper.

• Beloved Table Dinners work best when guests share personal stories rather than 
theories or opinions. If the conversation shifts to opinions or moves off topic, 
the moderator will remind guests that sharing personal stories is important for 
meaningful dialogue.

• We have a included a suggested starter question right on the sample guest invite.
• We have included a few cut-out cards featuring the same six questions for guests 

to refer to at the table.
• These will help the moderator keep the conversation on track.
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During The Dinner
Once your guests start arriving, it’s time to have fun and enjoy a meaningful 
conversation. Below is a sample schedule:

6:30pm Cocktails & Appetisers

Cocktails, appetiser, and light conversation steered by the ice breaker question, for 
example: What is your favourite location in the Cayman Islands? Encourage guests to 
share their story and explain why.

7:00 Dinner

• The moderator opens by explaining the process and reminding guests that this is 
a group conversation with no side conversations.

• Ask the first question, encouraging each guest to participate.
• Allow the conversation to flow, working through the six questions.

9:00 Closing Comments

Wrap up the discussion by asking each guest to provide a closing thought. It may be 
ideas that arose during the conversation, things they would like to follow up on or 
contemplate further. It may be helpful to have someone record these thoughts so that 
they can be sent back to Celebrate Cayman (see Feedback page).

We suggest ending with a toast to the Cayman Islands and our future together!

9:15 Conclude Dinner

Informal one-on-one conversations will generally continue.

HINT: Consider sending guests an opening question a few days before the dinner. It 
should be easy to answer and inspire shared stories. When it comes to discussing 
everyone’s vision for the Cayman Islands, ask a question that gets people talking 
about people or places in our country. For example: What is your favourite location in 
the Cayman Islands?
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After The Dinner
Let us know how it went!

We would love to hear the highlights of your conversation together. Please fill out the 
feedback form with a summary of your discussion. If it feels appropriate, you can 
share the recorded closing comments.

Mail or email your completed form back to Celebrate Cayman.

Once all conversations and feedback has been received, the information will be 
compiled in a report and sent directly to Beloved Table Dinner hosts.

We’d also love to share it with your guests. If you can share their names and contact 
information with us, we will forward the report to them.

Encourage guests to post comments or pictures about their experience on social 
media using the hashtags #Celebrate Cayman #BelovedTableDinner.

Thank you
Thank you for being part of The Beloved Table Dinner. We hope the experience has 
inspired meaningful conversations and brought people together through a shared 
appreciation and love for our beloved Cayman Islands.

Online Resources:
Learn more about the Jeffersonian Dinner concept at:
thegenerositynetwork.com/resources/jeffersonian-dinners
unreasonable.is/jeffersonian-dinner
or watch the YouTube TED Talk at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRSK59TIWH8 
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The Questions
Pose these 6 questions over the course of the 
dinner, giving each person an opportunity to answer:
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1. What is the best thing about living in 
the Cayman Islands? 

 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating 
our diversity and encouraging connection; establishing a spirit of cultural community; and 
discovering the Cayman Islands’ colourful history, and engendering national pride. 
Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, inspired, proud, and thriving Cayman 
Islands five years from now, what does it look like?  
 

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to civil rights, development, 
economic equality, education, employment, the environment, and public 
health. Considering these issues – and others – which matter most to you? 
What makes them important to you? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many forms, are the building blocks 
of a thriving community. Based on your own experience, how can we best 
support families and ensure they thrive in our community?

5. When you think of the changes that have occurred in Cayman, what are 
you most thankful for? 

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman Islands’ biggest 
untapped opportunity?

HELPFUL TIPS

• Encourage people to share stories and stay away from theories.

• Ensure that everyone has a chance to speak.

• No one person should dominate the conversation.

• Ask follow-up questions where appropriate.

• Capture key points from the conversations on sheet provided.

• Close with a toast to the future—a chance for each individual to raise their glass to the 
Cayman Islands of tomorrow.
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The Questions Expanded
We’ve developed six questions intended to lead guests through a conversation that focuses on the Cayman 
Islands’ strengths, their vision for the future, the issues that will make a difference, and the role of families 
in building a better country. 

Additional questions are included and can be used by the moderator to enhance the conversation if time 
allows.

1. What is the best thing about living in the Cayman Islands?

• What do you value most about the Cayman Islands?
• If you moved away, what did you miss most? What brought you back?
• If you moved to the Cayman Islands from elsewhere, what keeps you here? 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating our diversity and 
encouraging connection; establishing a spirit of cultural community; and discovering the Cayman Islands’ 
colourful history, and engendering national pride.  Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, inspired, proud, 
and thriving Cayman Islands five years from now, what does it look like?

• What progress will we have made on social issues?
• How will we, as a country, have made it easier for everyone  

to reach their potential?
• What will be our reputation across the Caribbean?
 E.g., “The Cayman Islands is the most…“
• How might your life look better? 

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to civil rights, development, economic equality, education, 
employment, the environment, and public health. Considering these issues – and others – which matter 
most to you? What makes them important to you? 

• What are the most challenging issues that get in the way of our potential?
• Which issues, if successfully addressed, will make the biggest difference in improving the quality of 

life for all people in the Cayman Islands? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many forms, are the building blocks of a thriving community. 
Based on your own experience, how can we best support families and ensure they thrive in our 
community?

• What else have you seen that makes families stronger?

5. When you think of the changes that have occurred in Cayman, what are you most thankful for?
• Are there any changes that have not occurred in the Cayman Islands that you are thankful for?
• Is there a small thing that makes a big difference in your everyday life?

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman Islands’ biggest untapped opportunity?
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US President Thomas Jefferson 
pioneered the art of dining 
with intention, inviting people 
from all over the country, 
and world, to his table and 
encouraging conversation on 
issues and topics of the day—
conversations that helped 
define a country and its future.

As a part of the 60th 
anniversary of the Cayman 
Islands Coat of Arms, Celebrate 
Cayman is encouraging the 
people of the Cayman Islands 
to host Beloved Table Dinners 
where we can talk about our 
vision for our country and the 
well-being of all of those who 
call the Cayman Islands home. 
I’m excited to host one of those 
dinners—and I really hope that 
you can join me.

There’s one simple question 
that I’d like you to think about 
before you come: What is 
your favourite location in the 
Cayman Islands—and what 
makes it your favourite?

PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU 
CAN COME BY: 

_____________________

Beloved Table Dinner
_________________________________

I’m hosting a Beloved Table Dinner at

__________________________________

__________________________________

on _____/_____/____ at

___:PM

And I’d like you to be there.

invitee

address

DINNER INVITE

date
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Feedback Card  BELOVED TABLE DINNER FEEDBACK CARD
“What we heard”

We would love to hear the highlights of your conversation. 
Please fill out this form with a summary of your discussion. Write as little or as much as you’d like.

What are some of the best things your group cited about living in the  
Cayman Islands? ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

What is your group’s vision of the Cayman Islands five years from now?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

What are the social issues that mattered most for your group?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

What are some of your ideas for strengthening families?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

What are some of the things your group is thankful for?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

What were some of the Cayman Islands’ biggest untapped opportunities identified by your group?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Thanks
We’d love to hear what you thought. Take a picture of your feedback form 
and email it to: celebratecayman@gov.ky. 

You may also pop it in the mail or complete the online version of our form at: 
celebratecayman.ky/beloved-feedback

If you include your contact info, we’ll send you a short report of what we heard through 
all of the Beloved Table Dinner discussions.
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Celebrate Cayman is a national celebration of our culture, history, and community 
as we commemorate the 60th anniversary of our Coat of Arms. This is an opportunity to 
commemorate this milestone in the history of the first national symbol of our three islands as 
well as what it means to call the Cayman Islands home. 

It’s a celebration!
To mark this occasion, there is a year-long calendar filled with activities that are focused 
on engaging, educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating our diversity and encouraging 
connection; establishing a spirit of cultural community; and discovering the Cayman Islands’ 
colourful history, and engendering national pride.  

More than a symbol!
Using this opportunity to celebrate Cayman is important because the Coat of Arms is a 
visible representation of a critical juncture in the Cayman Islands’ history when the leaders 
and residents at the time collectively made decisions for our country which have proven 
critical to our prosperity and progress. More pointedly, in 1957 and 1958, there was a 
wave of change moving across the Caribbean and the Cayman Islands charted a course 
that made an indelible impact on us in the 60 years since and will surely continue to be in 
the decades to come.

Celebration for all!
It is our hope that every person in the Cayman Islands and those that visit us over the next 
year will interact with the Celebrate Cayman initiatives in ways that are meaningful to them, 
and as a result feel a deeper and long lasting connection and appreciation for the Cayman 
Islands and our culture.

Save the Date
Celebrate Cayman Active Citizenship Weekend

100+ Community Projects. 1 Weekend.
2-3 February 2019

Join your community. Transform your country.

The Beloved Table Dinner is proudly supported and presented by:
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“ There is something profoundly 
satisfying about sharing a meal? 
Eating together? breaking bread 
together? is one of the oldest and  
most fundamentally unifying of  

human experiences”? Barbara Coloroso
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1. What is the best thing about living in the 
Cayman Islands? 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, 
educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating 
our diversity and encouraging connection; 
establishing a spirit of cultural community; 
and discovering the Cayman Islands’ colourful 
history, and engendering national pride. 
Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, 
inspired, proud, and thriving Cayman Islands 
five years from now, what does it look like?  

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to 
civil rights, development, economic equality, 
education, employment, the environment, 
and public health. Considering these issues 
– and others – which matter most to you? 
What makes them important to you? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many 
forms, are the building blocks of a thriving 
community. Based on your own experience, 
how can we best support families and 
ensure they thrive in our community? 

5. When you think of the changes that have 
occurred in Cayman, what are you most 
thankful for? 

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman 
Islands’ biggest untapped opportunity?

#CelebrateCayman   #BelovedTableDinner

Beloved Table Dinner
Questions

1. What is the best thing about living in the 
Cayman Islands? 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, 
educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating 
our diversity and encouraging connection; 
establishing a spirit of cultural community; 
and discovering the Cayman Islands’ colourful 
history, and engendering national pride. 
Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, 
inspired, proud, and thriving Cayman Islands 
five years from now, what does it look like?  

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to 
civil rights, development, economic equality, 
education, employment, the environment, 
and public health. Considering these issues 
– and others – which matter most to you? 
What makes them important to you? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many 
forms, are the building blocks of a thriving 
community. Based on your own experience, 
how can we best support families and 
ensure they thrive in our community? 

5. When you think of the changes that have 
occurred in Cayman, what are you most 
thankful for? 

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman 
Islands’ biggest untapped opportunity?

#CelebrateCayman   #BelovedTableDinner

1. What is the best thing about living in the 
Cayman Islands? 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, 
educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating 
our diversity and encouraging connection; 
establishing a spirit of cultural community; 
and discovering the Cayman Islands’ colourful 
history, and engendering national pride. 
Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, 
inspired, proud, and thriving Cayman Islands 
five years from now, what does it look like?  

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to 
civil rights, development, economic equality, 
education, employment, the environment, 
and public health. Considering these issues 
– and others – which matter most to you? 
What makes them important to you? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many 
forms, are the building blocks of a thriving 
community. Based on your own experience, 
how can we best support families and 
ensure they thrive in our community? 

5. When you think of the changes that have 
occurred in Cayman, what are you most 
thankful for? 

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman 
Islands’ biggest untapped opportunity?

#CelebrateCayman   #BelovedTableDinner

Beloved Table Dinner
Questions

Beloved Table Dinner
Questions



1. What is the best thing about living in the 
Cayman Islands? 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, 
educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating 
our diversity and encouraging connection; 
establishing a spirit of cultural community; 
and discovering the Cayman Islands’ colourful 
history, and engendering national pride. 
Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, 
inspired, proud, and thriving Cayman Islands 
five years from now, what does it look like?  

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to 
civil rights, development, economic equality, 
education, employment, the environment, 
and public health. Considering these issues 
– and others – which matter most to you? 
What makes them important to you? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many 
forms, are the building blocks of a thriving 
community. Based on your own experience, 
how can we best support families and 
ensure they thrive in our community? 

5. When you think of the changes that have 
occurred in Cayman, what are you most 
thankful for? 

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman 
Islands’ biggest untapped opportunity?

#CelebrateCayman   #BelovedTableDinner

Beloved Table Dinner
Questions

1. What is the best thing about living in the 
Cayman Islands? 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, 
educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating 
our diversity and encouraging connection; 
establishing a spirit of cultural community; 
and discovering the Cayman Islands’ colourful 
history, and engendering national pride. 
Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, 
inspired, proud, and thriving Cayman Islands 
five years from now, what does it look like?  

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to 
civil rights, development, economic equality, 
education, employment, the environment, 
and public health. Considering these issues 
– and others – which matter most to you? 
What makes them important to you? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many 
forms, are the building blocks of a thriving 
community. Based on your own experience, 
how can we best support families and 
ensure they thrive in our community? 

5. When you think of the changes that have 
occurred in Cayman, what are you most 
thankful for? 

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman 
Islands’ biggest untapped opportunity?

#CelebrateCayman   #BelovedTableDinner

1. What is the best thing about living in the 
Cayman Islands? 

2. Celebrate Cayman is focused on engaging, 
educating, and inspiring youth; celebrating 
our diversity and encouraging connection; 
establishing a spirit of cultural community; 
and discovering the Cayman Islands’ colourful 
history, and engendering national pride. 
Ultimately, when you think of a diverse, 
inspired, proud, and thriving Cayman Islands 
five years from now, what does it look like?  

3. We hear a lot about social issues related to 
civil rights, development, economic equality, 
education, employment, the environment, 
and public health. Considering these issues 
– and others – which matter most to you? 
What makes them important to you? 

4. It’s been said that families, in their many 
forms, are the building blocks of a thriving 
community. Based on your own experience, 
how can we best support families and 
ensure they thrive in our community? 

5. When you think of the changes that have 
occurred in Cayman, what are you most 
thankful for? 

6. From your perspective, what is the Cayman 
Islands’ biggest untapped opportunity?

#CelebrateCayman   #BelovedTableDinner

Beloved Table Dinner
Questions

Beloved Table Dinner
Questions



 EMAIL: celebratecayman@gov.ky
WEB: celebratecayman.ky


